Reading Journal 4
Chapters 15 through 26 of The Catcher in the Rye  
 Step One--Summarizing (What?)
      Chapter fifteen starts when Holden makes a date with Sally Hayes. He then mentions his mother and says that she has been unwell ever since the death of Allie. Holden goes to the museum and finds out that it is his ideal world. When he walks around the museum he realizes that nothing in it changes as everything including the artifacts remains the same. This is exact how he feels during his time instead of wanting things around him to change, he wants them to remain as they are.  Holden tells Sally during their date that they should run away and this makes her feel he is crazy. Later on, Holden calls her friend from his previous school and plans to go out together. Carl says that Holden needed to book an appointment with the psychoanalyst because Holden talks of childish questions regarding sex. 
Holden then makes two more date with other ladies but they all fail to take place. Holden goes and sees his sister Phoebe. They dance and engage in talks until when their mother comes back home. Holden does not want to be seen by his mother and he hides in a closet. Their mother goes to sleep and Phoebe dashes Holden some money for Christmas. Holden visits his old teacher, Mr. Antolin, once in his house, the teacher talks about the fall and what Holden intends to do during the fall. He tells Holden to start making applications to different schools. Holden then sets off and visits Phoebe in her school. He tells her that he was going to hitchhike and this will be a start of his new life. When phoebe asks if she can accompany him, Holden denies. He leaves and says that you should never tell anyone anything and if you tell them then you will miss everyone. 
Step Two--Responding (So What?)
From the summary, the theme of alienation can be seen. Holden explains to phoebe about his decision to go for hitchhike and start a fresh new life. This will be a new environment where no one knows. Holden wants to completely isolate himself from the rest of the people and the problems he faces. Instead of admitting to his mother that he had been chased away from school, he decides to run away from the consequences. In chapter 25, Holden is seen erasing some obscene words on the wall. This illustrates a certain motif in the novel which is basically Holden’s vision regarding the catcher in the rye. Erasing of the obscene words from the wall means that he was protecting children from the onset of adulthood by safeguarding their innocence. It is similar in a scenario where he saw himself catching the blocking the children from going to the cliff.
Step Three--Analyzing (How did the writer write?)
Narrative point of view 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The novel The Catcher in the Rye was written using the first-person narrative. Holden is a protagonist and a narrator as well. The narration of the story by Holden is in past tense. He recounts all the events which resulted into the present moment. Salinger makes use dialogue with the view of making the reader have an alternative perspective on how events occurred in the novel.  For instance, Holden visits Mr. Spencer who is compelled to read out loud an essay written by Holden. Through this, the reader can easily make up his/her mind the kind of student Holden is. 
 
Symbols used  
Red hunting hat is a symbol that has been heavily used in the novel. Holden buys the hat in New York. He keeps the hat on even when he writes the assignment about the baseball mitt that belonged to Allie.  He does not wear the hat in public, he keeps it to be more personal. Surprisingly, he gives the red hunting hat to Phoebe as a gift after she gives him some cash for Christmas. However, she gives him back the hat at the end of the story. The hat gives him some sense of security. 
The ducks in the central park have been used as a symbol in the novel. Holden gets so much concerned about the ducks’ fate during winter. The ducks have nowhere to go, they have to face the tough cold weather. Holden feels as though he is lost as he cannot sense to connect with anyone.
Themes
The theme of loss of innocence is evident in the novel. During his childhood, Holden sees innocence as a precious gift that no one should lose. He lost his innocence as a result of the death of his brother, something that still haunts him. He tells phoebe that he would like to be a “catcher in the rye”. He sees himself standing in the field where children are playing and catches those that move towards the cliff that is right at the edge of the field. In this case the cliff has been metaphorically used as a loss of innocence. 
Theme of unsolved guilt and grief has also been used. When Allie, Holden gets frustrated and this makes him to punch windows in the family’s garage. When writing the Stradlater’s composition, he goes ahead to write about the baseball mitt and this makes Stradlater to get annoyed. Phoebe asked Holden about any interesting this he likes.

